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No. i.] NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. gi 

He treats his subject skillfully and sympathetically. Indeed, one can not 
help feeling that Professor Lichtenberger's studies have enabled him to 
understand to a remarkable degree the personality of his author. And 
there can be no doubt that this is absolutely essential in the case of Nietz- 
sche : to represent the philosophy apart from the man — and especially to 
represent it by means of a few fragmentary propositions — is to reduce it to 
a somewhat violent and extreme, though not particularly interesting type 
of ' materialism. ' 

The book has six chapters, with the following titles : ' Le caractere de 
Nietzsche ;' * L' emancipation intellectuelle de Nietzsche ;' 'Nietzsche phil- 
osophe ;' * Le systeme de Nietzsche, partie negative — l'homme;' 'Le sys- 
teme de Nietzsche, partie positive — le surhomme ;' 'conclusion.-' In the 
conclusion, the author summarizes the most important criticisms which have 
been made against Nietzsche, and briefly discusses their value. He does 
not himself, however, offer any discussion of the philosophical principle of 
the system. 

Schellwien's little pamphlet is a criticism of the psychological and philo- 
sophical basis of Nietzsche's philosophy, and more particularly an attempt 
on the part of the author to state what he conceives to be the true view 
regarding the nature of knowledge and will. He finds the root o*f the phil- 
osophic of Nietzsche to consist in his reduction of knowledge to an instinct 
or emotion, or, at least, in regarding it as something secondary, an instru- 
ment or tool which the emotions use for the accomplishment of their ends. 
This, Schellwien declares, is a false inversion ; knowledge is the presup- 
position of all emotional impulses. Nietzsche has neglected men as knower, 
and not only given us no theory of knowledge, but has thereby failed to 
furnish an adequate account of the true nature of man. The book con- 
tains some acute or valuable criticism, which, however, would have been 
still more effective if the author had kept his own constructive theories, 
which seem, as stated here, far from intelligible, until an opportunity pre- 
sented itself for more systematic and detailed exposition. 

J. E. C. 

Les origines de lafisychologie contemporaine. Par D. Mercier. Institut 
Superieur de Philosophic Louvain, 1897. — pp. xii, 486. 
We have here a treatment of modern philosophical and psychological 
problems from the standpoint of Aristotle and Thomas Aquinas. Professor 
Mercier outlines the development of modern thought as it affects psychol- 
ogy from Descartes to the present, and criticizes each view in the light of 
its bearing on modern problems. He traces both materialism or positivism 
and idealism to the mechanical body and independent mind that were 
brought together but not unified in the philosophy of Descartes. From 
the first, develop the materialism of La Mettrie, Hartley, and Darwin — 
from the second, are derived the occasionalism of Geulincx, the idealism of 
Berkeley, the skepticism of Hume, and the criticism of Kant and the post- 
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Kantians. With the vanishing of final causes on both sides, there has de- 
veloped the positivism that holds sway in both materialism and idealism 
at the present time. 

But human thought is not content to describe without explaining the 
phenomena of mind and nature. This is brought out in an analysis of 
three prominent systems of philosophy in England, France, and Germany. 
The * unknowable' of Spencer, the ' indistinct appetite' of Fouillee, and the 
' absolute will' or apperception of Wundt are all evidences that the modern 
thinker is not satisfied to disregard final causes. This is true in spite of the 
apparently dominant purpose in modern psychology to limit the science to 
the conscious factors, to disregard metaphysics, and to base everything upon 
experience. 

The work closes with a refutation of idealism, mechanism, and positivism, 
and the consequent proof of the neo-Thomistic doctrines of the Catholic 
Church. Idealism is disputed by an appeal to common sense. Impressions 
must have a cause in the external world, and it is impossible to judge with- 
out an extra- mental criterion of truth. Mechanism is opposed by teleology. 
Mechanical or efficient causes are identical with chance, and chance can- 
not give rise to order. Only a definite plan, a final cause could have pro- 
duced the world as we see it. Given a final cause in mind and in nature, 
positivism falls. 

In the final chapter, the history of neo-Thomism is sketched, and its re- 
lation to modern secular philosophy and psychology indicated. The 
critical problems of epistemology are rejected at once as of no value, except 
to enable the mind to re-affirm its belief in the validity of its own processes 
with greater positiveness. Man is not wise if he questions the worth of the 
tool with which he must work. A kindlier spirit is shown toward experi- 
mental psychology. The Aristotelian teaching of an organic unity of mind 
and body is well adapted to replace psycho-physical parallelism as a basis 
for modern science, and none of the results of psychology are likely to 
prove incompatible with the general principles of the fathers, and if they 
do are still to be accepted, according as is permitted by the enlightened en- 
cyclical of Pope Leo XIII. 

The tone of the work is fair, the historical discussions show high scholar- 
ship, and in some cases very acute objections are raised against current 
theories, but great timidity is shown in attacking fundamental problems 
that might lead to dangerous conclusions, and this in spite of the avowed 
belief in free inquiry that is emphasized throughout the work. It is dis- 
tinctly not a contribution to knowledge. W. B. Pillsbury. 

Einfuhlung und Association in der neueren Aesthetik. Von Paul Stern. 

Hamburg und Leipzig, Leopold Voss, 1898. 

The early chapters of this monograph illustrate from the writings of the 
Romanticists, and especially from the pages of Novalis, the theory that the 
aesthetic consciousness is an Einfuhlung, that is an identification of con- 



